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House District 31
Includes Lower Makefield Twp, Newtown Boro,
Newtown Twp, Upper Makefield Twp 2, Yardley
Boro
�STEVE SANTARSIERO (D)
Yardley
D.O.B.: 2.13.65
Education: JD, University of Pa Law School,
B.A. Tufts University, M.Ed, Holy Family
University
Occupation: State Representative (2009-pres-
ent), Teacher (2004-2008), Lawyer (1992-2003)
Qualifications: In first term as State
Representative, Lower Makefield Township
supervisor for 5 years, Career-history and educa-
tion.
Answer to question: Jobs- I helped bring over
200 jobs to the Newtown-Yardley area.. I support
creating green opportunity zones with tax cuts
for green industries. Budget-As in 2009, I oppose
increases to the state sales or income taxes; we
must live within our means. I will work on a bi-
partisan solution to the pension issue without
pushing it onto property tax payers. Education-I
support more rigorous academic requirements
and making college more affordable.
�ROBERT CIERVO (R)
Newtown
D.O.B.: 11.30.68
Education: Council Rock K-12,1986, University
of Pittsburgh, B.S. Psychology,1190; Temple uni-
versity, M Ed 1994, Ph.D.1998
Occupation: Director, Rutgers-Camden
Learning Center
Qualifications: Longtime resident of
Newtown/Yardley area; Current chairman,
Newtown Township Board of Supervisors;
Career Educator with nearly 20 years experience
in higher education.
Answer to question: Unchecked government
spending, reform and job creation. The legisla-
tive slush fund needs to be eliminated and costs
must be cut to fund priorities of state govern-

ment. All legislators and state employees must
pay 25% of the cost of their healthcare premiums
to save taxpayer money. Medical malpractice
reform, lobbyist reform and pension reform is
needed. We need to make Pennsylvania competi-
tive again for job creation by lowering the bur-
dens on our job creators.

House District 143
Includes Bedminster, Bridgeton Twp,
Buckingham Twp Upper 1 & 3, Doylestown
Boro, Doylestown Twp, Durham Twp,
Nockamixon Twp, Plumstead Twp, Riegelsville
Boro, Tinicum Twp
�KATHY McQUARRIE (D)
Doylestown
D.O.B.: 3.12.44
Education: BA and MA, English
Occupation: Retired, former teacher; former
education association staff member
Qualifications: My career in education included
both classroom experience and educational poli-
cy at the state level. My role as representative
required skills in advocating for and serving con-
stituents. To serve my community, I fostered an
education program for families facing addiction.
Answer to question: A healthy economy-The
State need to promote job creation by assisting
small businesses, providing for a world-class
public education system, and maintaining sound
infrastructure. An upright legislature-Legislators
have voted themselves lavish perks, failed to
limit campaign contributions, and allied them-
selves with special interests. The result is corrup-
tion and paralysis. An equitable tax system-The
legislature needs to take strong action to remove
the excessive burden on property tax payers.
�MARGUERITE QUINN (R)
No response received

House District 144
Includes Chalfont Boro, Dublin Boro, Hilltown
Twp, New Britain Boro, New Britain Twp,

Silverdale Boro, Telford Boro, Warminster Twp 6,
8, 12 & 15, Warrington Twp
�KATHARINE M. WATSON (R)
No response received

House District 145
Includes East Rockhill Twp, Haycock Twp,
Milford Twp, Perkasie Boro, Quakertown Boro,
Richland Twp, Richlandtown Boro, Sellersville
Boro, Springfield Twp, Trumbauersville Boro,
West Rockhill Twp
�MARY A. WHITESELL (D)
No response received
�PAUL I. CLYMER (R)
West Rockhill Township
D.O.B.: 7.8.37
Education: Graduate of Muhlenberg College,
class of 1959
Occupation: State Legislator
Qualifications: 30 years experience as a state
legislator
Answer to question: Job Market reduce business
taxes, streamline the bureaucracy, increase tax
credits for purchase of new equipment and reform
health care insurance. Casino Gambling govern-
ment regulations must reflect concerns with
increased gambling addiction, require monthly
statements to gamblers receiving casino comps;
eliminate free drinks and smoking in the gam-
bling room. Education Continued support for pre-
K learning, emphasis on the basics, reading writ-
ing and arithmetic, students must learn the history
of America, the Constitution; the Declaration of
Independence and the free market system.

House District 178
Includes Ivyland Boro; Northampton Twp; Upper
Makefield Twp 1 & 3; Upper Southampton East
1 & 2, North 1, 2 & 3, South 1; Warwick Twp 2;
Wrightstown Twp
�DAVID APFELBAUM (D)
Holland
D.O.B.: 2.19.87

Education: graduate of the American University,
2009
Occupation: contractor’s helper or sub contrac-
tor
Qualifications: I have a Bachelor’s degree in
Political Science, along with doing work with the
Northampton Township Democrats
Answer to question: Education is an important
issue. We need to fund our school district across
the state as the childrens’education should be
valued. Creating jobs during the poor economy
should be a high priority. Lastly, Pennsylvania
needs bi-partisanship. We all need to work
together to help better the citizens of
Pennsylvania.
�SCOTT PETRI (R)
New Hope
D.O.B.: 4.30.60
Education: J.D. 1985.Villanova University, B.A.
1982 Washington and Jefferson College English
and Political Science
Occupation: State Representative 178th District
2002 to present, Begley, Carlin and Mandio, LLP
of Counsel
Qualifications: current State Representative,
Chairman of Upper Makefield Planning
Commission, Member, J T Planning
Commission; Member, Traffic Impact Fee
Committee. Committees: Appropriations, Local
Government, Liquor and Urban Affairs.
Answer to question: Employment-Pennsylvania
is non-competitive harming business. Retention
of jobs, increasing incentives for small business,
reduction of corporate tax rate (highest in the
country), uncapping loss limits, changing sales
factor, and removing outdated regulatory con-
straints. Pension Reform- Pension changes: 403
(b’s) for new hires, re-amortization, mandatory
minimum contributions, restrictions on invest-
ments, changes to vesting periods for new hires.
Spending: State has spent more than collected by
$800 million this year. Since 2002, welfare
spending is up over 5 billion
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On Earth Day, students monitored stream health
United Friends students checked Quakertown Creek

Heather DiSario

United Friends School middle
school students spent this year's
Earth Day in Quakertown's
Memorial Park monitoring the
water in the Quakertown Creek.

The creek is a section of the
Licking Run Creek and it runs in
the back of the park behind the
skate shed to 9th Street along Mill
Road. Students from the nearby
school who regularly visit the park
observed large amounts of trash
and leeches in the stream and
decided to do something about it.

The school received a grant from
the state Department of
Environmental Protection for the
purchase of stream monitoring
equipment. The testing, which stu-
dents have joined for the last two
years, is done with digital probes
and chemicals tests, which for the
past two years students have helped
take part in.

Chemical test results have come
back in a normal range, but the
majority of the organisms found in
the creek have been leeches and
other pollutant tolerant organisms.

Middle school science and math
teacher Kathy Leber explained that
organisms such as mayflies and
water pennies cannot tolerate pol-
lution.

"We're looking to see what
organisms are established in the
stream," said Leber. "What we find
is a good indication of the water
quality."

Earlier in the day, Leber and her
students distributed flyers to neigh-
bors of the creek, explaining what
the students are doing, and the dos
and don'ts of living next to a stream
such as keeping a riparian buffer
intact along the bank.

Riparian buffers can be strips of
grass, ferns, trees or shrubs. These
buffers help keep pollutants out by
filtering runoff and debris while
providing a habitat for wildlife.
Leber noted that grass clippings,
raked leaves and other yard waste
dumped into the creek or along the
stream bank rob dissolved oxygen

from the water while adding sedi-
ment. Gilled animals need dis-
solved oxygen to survive and the

sediment clogs up their gills.
Planting native species along the
creek, cleaning up trash and

installing nest boxes and feeders is
encouraged.

United Friends School is work-

ing with the Upper Tohickon
Watershed Association and the
Bucks County Conservation
District.

The section of Licking Creek is
part of the Tohickon Creek
Watershed. The goal of the school
project is to raise awareness of the
importance of keeping this stream
and others healthy.

“Every part of our water system
counts,” said Leber.

United Friends School science and math teacher Kathy Leber shows students what to look for in the creek.

Lauren Mann, Emily Goff, Alexis Maury and Anna
Esposito are among the monitors.

Andrew Niemynski and Daxen Reed search for
organisms.

Caden Hall holds a crawfish he
found in the creek.

Haley Salmon checks a rock for
organisms.

Hugh Moore Historical Park and Museums in
Easton will sponsor a heritage walk on Sunday, May
16 in Hugh Moore Park.

“Lehigh Navigation,” conducted by Charles Derr,
retired park ranger, is free and open to the public.

During the walk, examine the canal locks and visit

the Change Bridge, which features the world's oldest
machine made suspension cables.

The 1.5-hour walk starts at the Canal Boat Store in
Hugh Moore Park at 1:30 p.m. In the event of
inclement weather, the walk will be canceled.

Call the National Canal Museum at 610-559-6613.

Tour canal structures on “Lehigh Navigation” walk Get Outdoors Day set at Nockamixon State Park
Celebrate the third annual National Get Outdoors Day at

Nockamixon State Park 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. June 12. The park will host
a day filled with outdoor recreation activities and exhibits for youth
and families. Activities will include kayaking on Lake Nockamixon,
pontoon boat tours, discovery walk, geocaching, disc golf and even a
visit from Smokey the Bear.


